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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF DOD PERSONNEL TO SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: (A) STATE 248808, (B) DAO PRETORIA 241435Z SEP 76 

1 . IN REVIEWING REQUESTS FOR EMBASSY CONCURRENCE FOR U.S. 
MILITARY OFFICERS TO VISIT SOUTH AFRICA TO PARTICIPATE IN 
TECHNICAL OR PROFESSIONAL NON-MILITARY CONFERENCES, EMBASSY 
CONSIDERS NEED FOR MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION BALANCED BY 
DESIRABILITY OF MAINTAINING LOW PROFILE. WE ARE ALSO ACUTELY 
AWARE OF PROPENSITY OF GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED MEDIA TO EXPLOIT 
PRESENCE OF AMERICANS TO DEMONSTRATE ASSOCIATION WITH U.S. 

2. WHEN USN EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ATTENDING THE CONGRESS 

AND ASKED FOR EMBASSY CONCURRENCE TO SEND ONE REPRESENTATIVE, 
CLEARANCE WAS GRANTED. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY, USAF ASKED FOR THREE OFFICERS TO ATTEND 
SAME CONGRESS. IN KEEPING WITH CONSIDERATIONS MENTIONED IN 
FIRST PARAGRAPH, EMBASSY WAS OF THE VIEW THAT AIR FORCE 
SHOULD BE REPRESENTED ON SAME BASIS AS NAVY. 

4. IF THERE ARE REASONS WHICH OUTWEIGH EMBASSY CONSIDERATION 
FOR ALLOWING MORE THAN ONE USAF OFFICER TO ATTEND CONGRESS, 

WE ASSUME DEPARTMENT WILL MAKE THAT JUDGMENT. 
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